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Southfield  House, 


Malvern. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Malvern 

Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  tx>  present  miy  Report  for  the  year  1925, 
this  being-  my  eighteenth  report  as  your'  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Extra  diata  are  included!  this  year,  as  required  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

Copies  will  be  sent  as  usual  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  the  County  Council. 


i. — Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  . .  .  (acres)  4,777 

Population  •••  •••.  •••  •••  17,000 

The  population  at  the  Census  1921,  was  17,809,  but  by  the 
redistribution  scheme  of  the  Registrar-General,  on  account  of 
holiday  visitors,  etc.,  it  was  reduced  to  17,000,  for  this  year 
it  is  estimated  at  a  similar  figure. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Area. 

Malvern  isi  situated  on  the  eastern  and  western,  slopes  of  the 
Malvern,  Hills  at  altitudes  carrying  from  about  300  feet  at  Malvern 
Link  to  over  800'  feet  at  West  M|a,lvern.  The  district  Is  residential 
in  character  for  the  main  part. 

Number  of  inhabited!  houses,  1921  ...,  (approx.)  4,070 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  1921 

(approx.)  4,200 

Rateable  Value  ...,  ...,  ...  ^125,235  5s. 

Sum  represented!  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  (Net)  ^470 

Social  Conditions. 

There  are  a  number  of  flourishing  local  industries  in  the 
District,  but  nothing  to*  have  any  influence  on,  the  public  health. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth  Rate. 

199  births,  were  registered  in  the  district,  but  the  number 
allocated  to  the  District  by  the  Registrar-General  is  191.  As  an 
explanation  of  the  difference  a  memorandum  sent  from  the 
Gener  al  Register  Offices  states  that  : — 

The  number  of  births  and  deaths  are  those  registered 
during  the  calendar  year  (be.,  1st  January  to  31st  December 
inclusive)  and  are  corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers; 
they  will  differ  therefore  from,  uncorrected  figures  compiled 
locally  either  for  the  calendar  year  or  for  a  period  of  fifty-two 
or  fifty-three  weeks. 

Standarizing  factors  for  correcting  the  death  rate  have 
been  calculated  for  each  Urban  and  Rural  District  with  a 
population  of  10,000  or  over  at  the  last  Census. 

From  the  above  figure  the  Birth  Rate  is  11.2  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  18.3  per  1,000. 
A  comparison  with  the  Rates  20  years  ago  may  be  of  interest. 
In  1905  the  Birth  Rate  in  Malvern  was  16.4  and1  in  England  and 
Wales  27.2. 

Death  Rate. 

170  deaths  were  registered  in  the  District,  but  after  inward 
and  outward  transfers  have  been  made,  the  number  allocated  to 
the  District  is  194  :  no1  fewer  than  34  inward  transfers  having  to 
be  made — 9  of  these  deaths  were  of  persons  above  80  year's  of  age 
from  various  institutions  outside  the  District. 
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The  Death  Rate  isi  11.4  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This 
is  the  first  time  that,  under  normal  conditions,  the  Death  Rate 
has  exceeded  the  Birth  Rate. 

For  Englandi  a,ndl  Wales  it  w|as  12.2. 

Of  the  deaths  in  the  District  41  were  aged  80  or  over  (there 
were  4  over  90),  the  greatest  age  was  96. 

The  death  rate  of  persons  actually  dying  in  the  District  is 
10  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  principal  causesi  of  death,  with  the  corresponding*  figures 
for  last  year,  are  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 


1925. 

1924. 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  . .  .j 

1 

0 

Influenza  . ... 

4 

1 1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ..., 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System... 

13 

*4 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

6 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

24 

3° 

Diabetes  . . ., 

3 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

16 

22 

Heart  Disease 

40 

28 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

5 

6 

Bronchitis 

1 3 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

10 

L3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

2 

Ulcer1  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

T 

1 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years)  ... 

I 

0 

Aopendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

2 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ...  . 4 . 

O 

1 

Acute  andl  Chronic  Nephritis  ..., 

Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and 

6 

7 

Parturition 

0 

1 

Conerenital  Debility  and  Premature  Birth 

6 

0 

Suicide 

2 

0 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

2 

3 

Other  defined  causes 

39 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

0 

Infantile  Mortality. 

7  infants  died  during  the  year,  which  figure  represents  an 
Infantile  Mortality  of  36.6  per  t,ooo  births  registered.  With  one 
exception  they  were  of  babies  under  14  days  old;  2  of  the  deaths 
were  a  case  of  twins  born  prematurely. 

In  England  and  Wales  the  Infantile  Mortality  was  75  per 
t,ooo  births. 

Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief. 

This  is  under  the  control  of  the  Upton-on-Severn  Union,  and 
the  amount  paid  out  was  ^1,306  8s.  3d. 


General  Hospital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  General  Hospital  was 
238  in-patient  S'  and  197  out-patients. 

Any  Causes  of  Sickness  Specially  Noteworthy. 

I  have  analysed  my  Reports  since  1921  and  do  not  consider 
there  are  “any  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been 
speciality  noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  period  under  review.” 
I  have  made  two-  Special  Reports  on  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease.  One  wlas  concerning  the  threatened:  outbreak  of  Enteric 
and  the  other  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  mentioned  below.  It  is 
of  interest  too  that  in  1923,  when  Small-pox  was  present  in  a 
neighbouring  county  and  Chicken-pox  was  made  notifiable,  there 
was  an  epidemic  of  Chicken-pox  here. 


2 — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in 
the  Area. 


Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
by  the  County  Council. 

(1)  Tuberculosis.— 2  Sanatoria  are  available  for  patients 
from  this  District  under  the  County  Authorities  :  — 

(1)  King  Edward  VII.  Sanatorium,  Knightwick. 

(2)  IT ay  ley  Green  Sanatorium,  Stourbridge. 

(2)  Maternity. — There  is  no*  Maternity  Hospital. 

(3)  Children. — There  is  no  Children’s  Hospital  under  the 
Council. 


(4)  Fever. — Malvern  Isolation  Hospital,  Half  Key,  near  Mal¬ 
vern  provided  by  the  Mlal-vem  Urban  District  Council,  with  ac¬ 
commodation  as  follows  : — 

No.  1  Block — Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  10  beds 

No.  2  Block — Diphtheria  ...  ...  4  beds 

No.  3  Block — Typhoid!  Fever  ...  2  beds 

No.  4  Block — Observation  ...  ...  2  beds 

In  the  event  of  the  occurrence  of  any  case  of  Cerebro- Spinal 
Fever,  one  or  other  of  the  smaller  wards  are  to  be  used. 


(5)  Smallpox. — The  Upton-on-Severn  and  Malvern  Joint 
Small-pox  Hospital,  situated  at  Welland,  has  accommodation  for 
12  patients. 

During  1923  it  was  got  in  order  for  the  immediate  reception 
of  patients  at  a  cost  of  ^200. 

(6)  Other  Hospital. — The  Malvern  Hospital,  supported  by 
v o  1  u  nt  ary  coot  r  i  bu t i on  s. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers  or 
illegitimate  infants.  There  is  a  Home  for  some  30  boys  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  “Waifs  and  Strays’  Society,”  supported:  by 
voluntary  c  on  t  r  i  bu  t  ion  s . 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  cases. — A  horse  ambulance  is  avail¬ 

able  provided  by  the  Council. 

(b)  For  non- Infectious  cases  and  Accidents. — There  is  a 

motor  ambulance  provided  by  the  Red  Cross 
Society  and  garaged  at  the  Fire  Station.  The 
Council  make  a  contribution  of  io  per  annum 
towards  renewal,  a.ndl  running  costs  are  met  out 
of  the  charges  made. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. — Four  centres  are 
provided  by  the  Malvern  Maternity  andl  Infant  Welfare  Associa¬ 
tion,  an  association  instituted  on  the  voluntary  principle  10  years 
ago';  grants  are  now1  made  by  the  Ministry,  and  the  District 
Council,  members  of  the  latter  body  being  co-opted  on  the  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Four  centres  for  a  comparatively  small  population  seem  a 
large  number,  but  the  varvin^g  altitudes  of  this  District  have  to  be 
borne  in  mind. 

General  advice  only  is  given  at  the  Centres,  and  mothers  and 
children  requiring  active  treatment  are  recommended  to>  consult 
their  own  doctors. 

Day  Nurseries. 

No  Day  Nurseries  are  established  in  the  District. 

School  Clinics. 

These  are  not  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Urban  Council. 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Barnard’s  Green  is  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  County  Scheme. 

Treatment  Centre  for  Venereal  Disease. 

This  is;  established  at  the  Worcester  Infirmary  under  the 
County  Council. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  C.  R.  P.  Miitchell  (part  time). 
Sanitary  Inspector  :  Henry  Hillyard. 

Inspector  under  Housing  Acts  :  Henry  Hillyard. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. — There  are  5  voluntary  District  Nursing 
Associations  in  the  District. 

(1)  Great  Malvern  and  Welland. 

(2)  North  Malvern. 

(3)  West  Malvern. 

(4)  Malvern  Link. 

( 5 )  C'h  rist  Chu  rch . 

Each  of  these  Associations  employ  ai  District  Nurse.  Thev 
are  entirely  voluntary. 
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( b )  For  Infectious  Diseases. — The  various  District  Nursing 
Associations  agreed  in,  19161  that  their  Nurses  should  act  as  Health 
Visitors  during  an  epidemic;  of  Measles,  a  retaining  fee  being  paid 
by  the  District  Council ;  this  has  now  lapsed. 

MiIDWIVES. 

There  are  no  M|id, wives  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  District 
Council.  Four  of  the  District  Nurses  attend  confinements,  and  in 
addition  there  are  5  Midwives  practising  in  the  District. 

Chemical  Work. 


The  County  Council  laboratory  at  Worcester  is  available.  Up 
till  1922  examinations!  for  Diphtheria,  Tuberculosis,  and  Typhoid 
Fever  were  made  free,  but  since  then  a  charge  has  been  levied. 
Acts  : — 

The  Public,  Health  Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (portions). 
Baths  and  Wajshouses  Act. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

Byelaws  : — 


Nuisances  ..., 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Slaughter-houses 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Hop-Pickers 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 
Offensive  Trades 


1881 

1881 

1881 

1889 

1908 

1908 

I924 


3. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. 

This  is  supplied  from  a  gathering  ground  below  the  British 
Camp'  Hill  at  a  level  above  any  inhabited  house.  This  supply  is 
supplemented  by  pumping  from,  a  bore  hole  at  Bromesberrow  to 
the  south  of  the  hills,  200  feet  deep  through  the  new  red  sand¬ 
stone,  here  the  water  risieis  to  37  feet  of  the  surface.  It  is  of 
interest  that  during  the  drought  of  1921,  when  pumping  from  this 
source  had  to  be  continuous  for  12  months,  the  level  sank  |  inch 
only.  .  The  Bromesberrow  water  has  a  corrosive  action  on  wrot 
iron  pipes,  but  neither  of  the  waters  have  any  action  on  lead. 

Owing  to  the  presence  of  algae  and  the  consequent  disagree¬ 
able  smell  of  the  w|ater  when,  heated,  in  1923  high  pressure  sand 

filters  were  established  at  the  Camp  Reservoir  with  satisfactory 
results.  '  - 

The  supply  is  constant  and  the  laying  on  of  town  water  is 
practically  universal  in  the  houses. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Theie  are  none  in  the  District. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Sewerage  from  the  greater  part  of  the  District  on  the  easterly 
side  is  carried  to  the  sewage  works  at  Barnard’s  Green,  where 
it  is  treated  in  septic  tanks  and  filter  beds ;  the  effluent  is  quite 
satisfactory.  The  remaining  small  amount  on  the  east  side,  from 
Malvern  Wells,  is  treated  by  irrigation  at  Shuttlefast  Farm,  with 
satisfactory  results. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  hills,  a  satisfactory  septic  tank  dis¬ 
posal  works  has  been  installed. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  water  carriage  system  is  practically  universal. 

Year  after  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  from  the 
poorer  parts  of  the  District,  of  flushing  appliances  out  of  order, 
and  no  doubt  these  will  continue  >so'  long  as  water  is  charged'  for 
by  meter  at  so-  much  per  1,000  gallons. 

Scavenging. 

Ordinary  house  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Council’s  carts  once 
weekly  and  taken  to  the  Electricity  Works  to  be  burned. 

From  business  premises  in  the  centre  of  the  town  the  collec¬ 
tion  is  bi-weekly. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year  (1926)  the  Council  purchased 
2  S.D.  (Shelvoke  &  Drury)  Freighters  for  the  removal  of  house 
refuse. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Mr.  Hillyard’s  report  on  the  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  follows  on,  the  completion,  of  my  Report. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No-  action  has  been  taken,  or  required  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Controlled  by  Bye- 
Law^  s  or  Regulations. 

There  is  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  District;  this 
has  been  inspected  and  no  cause  for  complaint  has  arisen. 

There  are  no-  offensive  trades. 

There  is  no-  accommodation  for  Hop-pickers  in  the  District. 
'The  Bakehouses  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time  and 
proved  fairly  satisfactory.  There  is  onei  underground  bakehouse. 

The  Slaughter-houses  (10)  have  received  attention,  and  in 
some  instances,  improvements  were  required  in  the  way  of  lime- 
washing. 

Other  Sanitary  Conditions  Requiring  Notice. 

Beyond  the  universal  shortage  of  houses,  I  do  not  know  of 
any  in  this  District. 

Schools. 

The  -sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  public  elementary 
schools  is  generally  good. 
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J  anua  ry 


F  ebruary 

April 

June 

October 

November 


> » 
y  > 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 


During  the  year  the  following  schools  required  to  be  closed  :- 
Month.  School.  On  account  of  :  — 

Malvern  Link;  Parochial  Influenza  Colds. 

Malvern  Link  Council 
North  Mialvern 
Great  Mialvern  Council 
St.  Joseph’s,  Newtown  Road' 

Wychei  Schools 
West  Malvern 

Malvern  Link  Parochial  Measlesi. 

Malvern  Link  Council,  Infants’  Department 

Whooping  Cough. 

Wyche  Schools  Measles. 

Great  Malvern  Council,  Infants’  Department 

Cough  si  and  Colds. 

Certificates  for  decreased  attendance  under  the  new  regula¬ 
tions  were  sent  in  two  instances  — 

November  North  Malvern,  Infants’  Department 

Scarlet  Fever, 
Measles  and 
Chicken  Pox. 

Great  Mialvern  Council,  Infants’  Department, 

Coughs  and'  Colds. 

4. — Housing. 

I. — General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area. 

(1)  General. 

These  I  consider  to<  be  fair  but  a  number  of  the  cot¬ 


tages  are  old. 

There  are  a  few  back  to  back  houses,  but  these  stand 
in  open  siur  rounding  si. 

(2)  Extent  of  shortage  or  excess  of  houses. 

There  is  a,  certain  shortage  of  houses,  especially  for 
those  in  poor  circumstances. 

The  Council  are  proceeding  with  their  housing 
scheme  with  the  object  of  meeting  the  above  need. 

(3)  There  have  not  been  any  important  changes  in  the  popu¬ 

lation,  the  building  of  the  new  tunnel  undler  the  hills 
for  the  Great  Western  Railway  not  having  brought 
any  great  number,  as  would  have  been  the  case  years 
ago',  before  machinery  had  replaced  much  of  the  manual 
labour  for  such  work. 

II. — Overcrowding. 

(1)  Extent. — Cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  investigated 

from  time  to  time  but  they  have  been  Isolated  cases 
only. 

(2)  Causes. — Usually  these  are  doe  to'  lack  of  means  for 

rental  of  a  larger  house. 

(3)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated. — It  is  hoped  that  the 
cheaper  dwellings  mentioned  above  will  be  shortly 
available. 

Principal  cases  in  1925  and  action  taken. — As  above. 
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III.  — Fitness  of  Houses. 

(1)  (a)  General  standard  of  housing-  in  the  area,. — As  men¬ 

tioned  above  I  consider  this  to>  be  fair,  though  a 
many  of  the  properties  are  old. 

( b )  The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  are  those 

due  to»  age. 

(c)  Occasionally  there  are  cases  where  the  owners  are 

entirely  without  the  means  to'  remedy  defects  and 
some  tenants  are  careless. 

(2)  General  action  taken  a,si  regards  unfit  houses — 

(a)  The  Public  Health  Acts  v.  detailed  list. 

( b )  The  Housing  Acts  v.  detailed  list. 

(3)  Difficulties  found  in  remedying  unfitness,  as  above. 

(4)  Conditions  as  regard  water  supply,  closet  accommoda¬ 

tion  and  refuse  disposal.  These  are  satisfactory;  de¬ 
tails  are  given  in  other  sections  of  the  Report. 

IV.  — Unhealthy  Areas. 

There  is  nothing  that  can  be  described  as  an  unhealthy  area 

in  the  District. 

V.  — Byelaws. 

The  Building  Byelaws  are  in  process  of  revision. 

There  are  no>  byelaw’s  regarding  houses  let  in  lodgings,  etc., 
and  there  is  no  need  for  them. 

VI.  — General  and  Miscellaneous. 

No  further  action  has  been  taken,  and  for  other  information 
v.  detailed  list. 

5. — Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (h)  37 

( b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  o 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  26 

I. — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection. 

1.  The  total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...|  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...,163 

2.  Number  of  dlwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  . ..,  ...  ...  ...,  ...;  117 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a,  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . .  .>  . . . . .,  . .  .1  ...  3 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  143 


II 


II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  or  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  lit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  . ..,  . ..,  . ..,  ...  ...  96 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedingsi  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served.1  requiring  repairs  ....  o 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ....  ...,  ...,  o 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ....  ...,  ...,  ...,  o 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  declarations  by  owners  or  intention 
to  close  ...  . .  ...  ...  o 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to*  be 
remedied  ...  ...,  ....  ...,  ...  18 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — j 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...,  ...  18 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...,  ...,  . ...  ...  o 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  n,  14,  and  15  of  the  Hous¬ 

ing  Act,  1925, 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  . . .,  ...  3 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  “..  o 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwell¬ 
ing  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  o 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  o 

5.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  o 

6.— -Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Only  a  small  proportion  of  the  milk  sold'  in  the  District  is 
produced  in  the  District  the  greater  portion  being  brought  in  from 
surrounding  Rural  Districts. 

The  Police  are  the  authority  for  taking  milk  samples  in  this 
county.  I  am  led  to  understand  that  the  County  Bacteriologist 
has  expressed  satisfaction  with  the  samples  sent  him  from  this 
District. 
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There  has  been,  a,  certain  amount  of  emptying  and  filling  of 
churns  in  the  open  air  and  in,  exposed  places  between  roundsmen 
when  one  found  himself  short,  and  this  has  been  considered  by 
your  Committee. 

The  cowshed's  and  dairies  have  been  inspected  at  times 
throughout  the  year  by  myself  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  general  there  has  been  considerable  improvement  im  the 
cleanliness  of  the  cowsheds  and  folds.  It  is  now  quite  the  ex¬ 
ception,  to  find  any  heap  of  manure  in  the  vicinity  of  the  doors  of 
the  sheds  with  consequent  fouling  of  the  cows  legs  and  udders. 

In  one  case  only  had  any  complaint  to-  be  made  of  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  dairies,  and  this  was  a,  small  distributor. 

(i.)  No  action,  was  taken  as  to  tuberculous  milk  and 
t  u  be  i  C;u  fou  s  cat  tie. 

(ii.)  Number  of  licences  granted. 

Certified  and  graded  milk  appears  to  be  a  dead 
letter  in  this  County  and  no  licences  were  ap¬ 
plied  for. 

(in.)  There  were  no1  refusals  or  revocations  of  registra¬ 
tion  of  retailers. 

(iv.)  Summary  of  Bacteriological  examinations. 

2 5  samples  were  taken  with  regard1  to1  cleanliness,  with 
uniformly  satisfactory  results. 

(b)  Meat. 

(i.)  Thorough  meat  inspection  remains  impossible  even  under 
the  new!  Regulations,  as  the  various  -slaughter-houses  are  situated 
in  different  parts  of  the  scattered  district.  The  butchers  have 
carried  out  the  instructions  required  as  to-  notifying  slaughtering. 

During  the  year  T  have  condemned  a  quantity  of  diseased  and 
unsound  meat  notified  by  the  butchers  and  have  had  the  same 
burned  in  the1  destructor  at  the  Electricity  Works. 

The  details  are  as  follows  : — 

Beef. 

Hind  quarter  (go-lbs.)  affected  with  large  abscess. 
i6'5lbs.  bruised  and  offensive. 

i761b-S.,  the  head  and  all  internal  organs,  also  a  liver 
and  spleen  affected  with  tuberculosis. 

Mutton. 

2  hind  quarters  bruised  and  offensive. 

During  the  past  5  years  4  carcases  of  beef,  6  of  mutton,  2  of 
lamb,  and!  the  carcases  and1  all  internal  organs,  of  2  pigs ;  and  in 
addition  3,175,  lbs.  of  beef  and  2  hind  quarters  of  mutton  have 
been  clonde mined. 

(ii.)  Administration  of  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924. 

Practically  all  the  butchers  have  had  windows  installed  in 
their  previously  open  shop  fronts,  and  the  practice  of  keeping  meat 
in  a  refrigerator1  in  hot  weather  isi  increasing. 
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(iii.)  There  are  no  public  slaughterhouses. 

In  1920.  In  Jan.,  1925.  In  Dec.,  1935 

Registered  Slaughterhouses  9  9  10 

Licensed  Slaughterhouses  —  —  — 

Total  . ..»  ...  9  9  10 

(c)  Other  Foods. 

During  the  year  the  amount  and  description  of  unsound  food 
surrendered  and!  destroyed  is  as  follows  : — 

6  samples  Potted  Meat. 

2  samples  Potted  Fish. 

25  samples  Preserved  Fruit.  1 

3  samples  Milk. 

(d)  Bakehouses. 

These  have  received  visits  and  usually  gave  satisfaction ;  the 
only  remaining  wood!  oven  has  been  converted  during  the  year. 

There  is  one  underground:  bakehouse. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  in  the  area  was  reported. 

7. — Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 

Disease. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infect iousi  diseases  since  1920  does 
not  call  for  much  comment.  The  two  outstanding  features  have 
been,  given  in  Special  Reports,  these  were  in  reference  to  out¬ 
breaks  of  Enteric  Fever  and  Diphtheria  ;  the  former  was  im¬ 
mediately  traced  to  a  milk  supply  from  outside  of  the  District, 
and  the:  latter  was:  brought  from,  elsewhere  to  an  institution  ;  and 
the  District  may  be  congratulated  on  having  escaped  what  might 
have  been  devastating  epidemics  had  not  prompt  action  been  taken 
to  investigate  and  check  the  source  of  the  infection. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  provided  for  necessitous  cases,  but  is 
seldom  asked  for,  as  the  formal  notification  form,  i-s:  not  waited 
for  and  patients  are  removed  promptly  to  hospital  on  receipt  of  a 
telephone  message. 

Four'  cases  of  Encephalitis  have  occurred  in  the  5  years,  3  of 
which  ended  fatally. 

With  regard!  to  diseases  under  the  1919  Regulations:  I  do'  not 
think  that  all  Cases  of  Pneumonia  are  notified  yet. 

As  mentioned  above  the!  County  Council  Laboratory  at  Wor¬ 
cester  is  available  to  bacteriological  specimens. 

Contact  cases  have  been  looked1  for  in  the  schools  and  the 
school  teacher's  are  very  alert  in  finding  anything  suspicious. 

During  the  recent  epidlemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  I  discovered 
several  children  with  suspicious  desquamation  on  the  hands  and 
had  them,  excluded!  from  school  :  unfortunately  the  period  Coincided 
with  the  end  of  the  hopi-picking  season,  and  the  differentiation  of 
desquamation  due  to:  the  bacillus  Scarletinae  and  that  due  to*  the 
picking  of  wet:  hops  was  difficult. 
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Again  during  this  epidemic,  which  occurred  chiefly  in  one 
of  the  poorest  localities  of  the  district,  criticisms  of  my  faifing  to 
close  the  local  school  came  to  my  ears.  The  attendance  was 
never  very  low,  andl  it  was  my  opinion  that  attention  was  more 
likely  to  be  drawn  to  anything  suspicious  at  school  by  the  teachers 
who  were  on  the  look  out,  than  if  the  children  were  running  about 
at  large  all  day. 

At  the  Fever  Hospital  there  are  two  small  wards  where,  in 
cases  of  difficulty,  patients  can  be  sent  “for  observation”  without 
notification. 

There  has  not  been  any  use  madie  of  the  Shick  or  Dick  tests. 

No  vaccinations  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small-pox  Prevention)  Regular 
tions,  1917. 

Non-inf ectiousi  diseases  have  been  unduly  prevalent  I  consider 
during  the  period,  and  the  following  list  of  schools  closed  gives 


some 

indication  : — 

Year. 

No.  of  Schools 
Closed. 

Cause. 

192 1 

6 

Mbasles. 

1 922 

10 

Influenza, 

Measles,  Whooping  Cough. 

1923 

5 

Chickenpox,  Whooping  Cough. 

i924 

4 

Influenza, 

Measles. 

I9,25 

7 

Influenzal 

Colds,  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough,  Chickenpox. 

Influenza. 

This  disease  was  very  prevalent  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
in  a  mild  character.  As  the  winter  progressed  cases  became  more 
severe.  4  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  the  disease,  all  within 
the  first  half  of  the  year  and  the  Influenzal  Death  rate  for  the 
year  was  0.25  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  deaths  from  Cancer  were  less  than  last  year. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Anthrax  or  Rabies. 

There  are  no  facilities  available  in  the  area  for  the  cleansing 
and  disinfection  of  verminous  persons. 


Disinfection. 

Bedding,  etc.,  is  removed  to*  the  Thresh  Steriliser  at  the  Fever 
Hospital  and  rooms  are  disinfected  bv  the  Linger  apparatus. 

During  the  year  96  loads  of  bedding  were  removed  (89  to  the 
Steriliser  and  7  destroyed!)  and  1 7 1  rooms  disinfected. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
during  the  whole  year. 

Small-pox. 

No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

54  cases  were  notified  but  twoi  were  negatived  at  the  Fever 
Hospital.  The  monthly  incidence  was  as  follows  : — February,  i  ; 
April,  3;  July  3;  September,  10;  October,  10;  November,  19; 
December,  6. 

5  cases  were  of  inmates  of  private  institutions  and  were  treated 
at  home  :  all  the  others  (47)  were  removed  to  hospital. 

There  was  noi  death  from  the  disease. 

Diphtheria. 

9  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  1  in  January,  3  in  March, 
3  in  April,  1  in  September,  and  1  in  November. 

5  of  the  6  in  Mlarch-April  were  contacts  and  the  unravelling 
of  the  connection  wlasi  an  able  piece  of  detective  work  on  the  part 
of  your  Inspector1,  Mr.  Hilly  airdl 

All  were  treated'  in  your  Hospital  and  made  good  recoveries. 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para-Typhoid). 

Noi  case  of  Typhoid  or  Para- Typhoid  wlas  notified. 

Pneumonia. 

8  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  and!  10  deaths  were  regis- 
teied  as  due  10  the  disease;  it  isi  therefore  clear  that  all  cases  are 
not  notified. 

I  have  di awn  the  attention  of  my  Medical  colleagues  on  two 
or  three  occasions  at  meetings  of  the  Medical  Society  to  the  fact 
that  Pneumonia  remains  permanently  notifiable,  unlike  chicken- 
po'x,  but  there  appears  still  to  be  some  dubiety. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

1  case  was  notified  from  the  General  Hospital. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

1  case  Was  notified  from  a  private  institution. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

1  case  was  notified  with  a  fatal  termination. 

Tuberculosis. 

1  i  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and  2  of 
n  on -Pul  mooary. 
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Age  New  Cases. 

Periods.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


5  ~  “ 

O  I  -  1 

15  1  —  - 

20  -  I  - 

25  —  — 

35  2  1 

45  2  — 

55  2  1 

65  &  - 

o-ver 


Totals  83  11 


Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 


Deaths. 

Non-Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 


6 


6 


2  cases  had  Sanatorium  treatment.  Of  those  notified  during 
the  year  4  died  and  3  left  the  District.  Of  deaths  from,  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  there  were  12  registered1 — 1  case  notified  a, si  due  to 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  had  another  cause  assigned  on  the  death 
certificate  though  included  as  Tuberculosis  by  the  Authorities — 
2  of  these  being  from  out  of  the  district. 

One  case  was  notified  originally  as  a  child  at  school  in  1913 
by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  again  in  1918  as  glands  in  the  neck 
and  again  in  1925  as  pulmonary. 

This  year1  has  been  introduced  the  system'  of  quarterly  returns 
of  cases  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  sending  memor¬ 
andums  of  the  movements  of  cases  to  or  out  of  the  District  and 
of  deaths  in  other  districts  :  in  this  way  the  register  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  District  is  much  more  accurate 
than  previously  :  a  representative  from  the  County  Council  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  from  his  larger  knowledge  reduced1  the 
number  on  my  register1  from  several  hundred's  (notifications  from 
the  introduction  of  the  Regulations  in  T912)  to  31. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations. 
1925. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  these  regulations. 


8. — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

(i.)  Midwives  Act. — This  is  under  the  supervision  of  the 
County  Council. 

(ii.)  The  Malvern  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Association, 
a  voluntary  body,  but  which  receives  grants  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  the  District  Council,  was  founded  in  1915  and 
carries  out  work  from  4  centres  for  all  the  Malverns  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  West  Malvern  where  the  District  Nurse  acts  as  Health 
visitor. 
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As  Medical  Officer  to  the  Association  I  have  held  14  Clinics 
at  the  4  Centres  during  the  year  andl  have  examined)  284  children, 
84  of  these  were  new  cases.  13  children  were  sent  to  the  Mlalvern 
Hospital  for  minor  operations  andl  1  was  admitted  for  Marasmus. 

As  to  the  scope  of  the  work  done  I  cam  do  no  better  than,  ap¬ 
pend  extracts  from  the  report  for  the  year,  1924-25,  of  the  able 
Superintendent,  Miiss  Morson. 


Report  of  Work — April  1st,  1925,  to  March  31st,  1926. 


Home  Visits  by  Health  Visitors  to  children  under  school  age 
Home  Visits  by  Health  Visitors  to  Expectant  Mothers  ... 
Number  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres  held  ...,  ..., 

Number  of  Medical  Inspections  held  ..., 

Number  of  Lectures  given  at  Centres  ....  ,.n 

Number  of  Mothercraft  Classes  in  Elementary  Schools  ... 
Number  of  elder  Girls  attending  Classes  ... 

Public  Meetings  addressed  on  Infant  Welfare 
Committee  Meetings  attended  ..., 

Number  of  people  interviewed  at  office 

Number  of  visits  paid  in  connection  with  the  work  ... 

Number  of  letters  and  post  cardsi  written  ... 


5>355 

33° 

142 

H 

98 

53 

72 

6 

64 

363 

329 

1,007 


Centre  Statistics. 

Number  of  attendances  made  at  Centres:- 


(a*)  By  Mothers 

...  4,121 

( b )  By  Children 

3  >944 

(c)  By  Expectant  Mothers 

182 

•age  weekly  attendances  of  Mothers 

at  : — 

(a)  Wyche  Centre  ... 

18 

( b )  P  ool  brook  Ce  nt  r  e 

22 

(c)  Newtown  Centre 

31 

(d)  Malvern  Link  Centre  ... 

39 

1 10 

(iii.)  One  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  adlmitted  to  the  Mal¬ 
vern  Hospital  from  outside  the  District ;  a  good  recovery  was 
made);  this  waisi  not  in  the  practice  of  a  midtwife. 


Of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  no  case  was  notified. 

Mbasles  and  Whooping  Cough  was  not  so  rife  as  to'  require 
the  closure  of  any  centre. 
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Owing-  to  the  prevalence  of  Influenzal  colds  in  spring  I  re¬ 
commended  that  the  North  Malvern  Centre  should  be  closed. 

The  one  case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  from  a 
private  institution. 

Epidemic;  diarrhoea  was  not  a  cause  of  much  illness. 


Mr.  W.  Osborne  Thorp  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  the 
following  particulars : — 


Malvern  Meteorological  Station. 

On  the  whole  the  year  was  fairly  normal,  the  most  notable 
feature  being  an  unusually  wet  May  followed  by  an  abnormally 
dry  June,  in  which  no  rain  was  recorded1 — constituting  a  record  for 
the  District.  March  also  was  unusually  dry. 

The  hottest  days  were  June  iith  and  July  12th,  each  with  a 
shade  temperature  of  85  degrees,  and  the  warmest  night  was  June 
12  th, — 64  degrees. 

A  long  spell  of  cold  weather  occurred  from  the  middle  of 
November  to  Christmas. 

The  coldest  day  was  December  4th,  with  a  maximum!  tempera¬ 
ture  of  25  degrees,  the  coldest  night  being  December  6th — 22 \ 
degrees. 

Ground  frosts  wtere  recorded  on  19  nights  in  December. 

The  only  heavy  snowfall  of  the  year  occurred  on  December 
22nd.  Except  for  this  period  the  remainder  of  the  year  was  of  a 
fairly  mild  character. 

The  greatest  fall  of  rain  occurred  on  September  19th,  when 
36.6  mm.  were  recorded,  equal  to  1.47  inches. 

June  also  created  a  record  sunshine  figure  of  315.6  hours  or 
10.52  hours  per  dlay. 

Rain  was  recorded  on  182  days,  but  only  122  days  exceeded 
1  mm.  =  1/25  of  an  inch.  Snow  fell  on  14  days,  but  only  on  7 
days  did  it  remain  on  the  ground. 

Thunder  was-  recorded  on,  11  dlays  and  mist,  i.e. ,  a,  visibility 
of  less  than  1,100  yards,  on  22  days.  Wind  reached  gale  force 
on  5  days. 

Atmospheric  humidity  varied  from  a  maximum  of  88  per  cent, 
in  January  to  a  minimum  of  65  per  cent,  in  May. 

The  variation  in  rainfall  in  various  parts  of  the  District  is 
as  follows The  Council  House,  28.84  inches  ;  The  Public 
Library  (Meteorological  Station),  28,19  inches;  West  Mialvern, 
27.75  inches ;  Camp1  Reservoir,  Little  Malvern,  25.45  inches. 
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Summary  of  9  a.m.  Records. 


TEMPERATURE. 

Rainfall 

in 

M/M 

Wettest 

Day 

M/M 

Humidity 
of  Atmos 
per  cen.. 

13  right 
Sunshine 
Hours. 

1925 

Month 

Daily 

Max. 

Average. 

Min. 

Mein 

Temp. 

Average 
( Rtily 
Variation 

Degrees 

Fahr. 

January 

45‘2 

38*2 

417 

7  0 

5 1  5 

1  7‘ 1 

on  1  st 

88 

45*7 

February 

462 

37’2 

417 

9  0 

8  1  '4 

1  2  9 
on  25th 

82 

72  9 

March 

46-8 

37  *5 

4  2  ’  2 

9*3 

1  1  9 

24  V 

on  25th 

76 

105*0 

April 

53'° 

40*0 

46  5 

1  '5*° 

48  8 

r5  5 
on  5th 

75 

1708 

May 

6 1  '9 

466 

54  2 

1 5*3 

8°-5 

T  3  5 
on  7 1  h 

65 

l8S  5 

June 

7  °'3 

5r7 

6 1  0 

18.6 

Nil 

Nil 

68 

3t5'6 

J»iy 

716 

55*5 

636 

161 

77  7 

i9'r 

on  22nd 

75 

>767 

August 

68*o 

54'3 

6  i  ‘  i 

T3*7 

65  3 

1 9*3 
on  8th 

79 

T  5°‘3 

September 

6o'2 

491 

54  7 

1 1  ■  1 

102*1 

36b 
on  19th 

79 

149*4 

October 

57-S 

46-8 

52'3 

1  i  '0 

814 

24'5 

on  19th 

87 

io9*9 

November 

43*9 

36'2 

40  1 

7*7 

42*2 

150 
on  5  th 

85 

1144 

December 

41*1 

34*8 

38  0 

6'3 

73'2 

181 

on  22nd 

83 

7 1  3 

Total 
Average  per 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7  L  6*0 

28  19  ins. 

— 

— 

-1665*5 

Month 

55  5 

44.0 

49  7 

1 25 

— 

— 

78  1% 

1388 

*  37  per  cent  of  Total  possible  with  absolute  cloudless  sky. 

The  average  temperature  of  the  soil  at  ift  depth  was  50*  i9,  and  at  a 

depth  of  4ft.,  50 '5P  for  the  year. 


I  remain,  Ladies  andl  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  MITCHELL. 


Public  Health  Department, 


Council  House,  Malvern, 

March,  1926. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Malvern 

Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  andi  Gentlemen, 

I  have  tTTe  honour  to  present  to  you  my  29th  Annual  Report, 
which  refers  to  the  year  1925. 


Record  of  Complaints, 

This  record  shews  that  complaints  relating  to<  56  premises 
have  been  received,  these  having  reference  to  the  following 
matters  : — 

0 


Defective  Drainage 
Defective  Closet  Accommodation 
Defective  Sinks,  Baths,  Lavatory  Basins, 
Urinals,  etc. 

Dirty,  Damp  or  Dilapidated'  Dwellings 
Defective  Roofs 
Unsatisfactory  Water  Supplies 
Defective  Stables  and  Yards 
Accumulations  of  offensive  matter 
Overcrowding 

Premises  infested  with  Rats 
Nuisances  from  Keeping  Animals 
Other  Nuisances 


10 

1 1 

2 

10 

2 

2 

7 

5 

1 

9 

*9 


The  above  complaints  have  been  investigated  and  reported 
upon  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and 
apart  from  some  few  instances  in  which  matters  are  still  under 
observation  have  been  successful Iv  dealt  with. 


Record  of  Defects. 

The  number  of  premises  under  this  heading  upon  which  in¬ 
sanitary  conditions  have  been  discovered,  apart  from  those  under 
the  provisions  of  other  Acts  and  elsewhere  alluded  to  in  this 
Report,  is  85. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  new  Act,  entitled  the  “Public 
Health  Act  1925,“  was  adloptedi  by  your  Council.  The  provisions 
of  this  Act  give  powers  for  dealing  with  matters  which  have  been 
beyond  the  scope  of  the  previously  existing  legislation. 

Amongst  these  provisions  are  those  for'  dealing  with  insuffi¬ 
ciently  drained  and  paved  yards,  courts  and  approaches  to  dwell¬ 
ings;  obstructed  and  overflowing  streams  and  watercourses, 
verminous  premises,  infectious  diseases  and)  hospitals,  and!  the 
giving  of  notice  to  the  Local  Authority  by  persons  altering  or 
amending  existing  systems  of  drains.  These  will,  without  doubt, 
be  of  great  assistance  in  contending  with  matters  needing  atten¬ 
tion  but  which  hitherto'  have  been  difficult  to*  deal  with. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 


During  the  year  117  houses  have,  under  this  Act,  been 
inspected. 

Amongst  the  principal  insanitary  conditions  discovered  were 
the  following  : — 1 


Uncleanliness 
Dampness 
State  of  Repair 

Arrangements  for  preventing  Contamination  of 
Water  Supply  ...,  . .., 

Drainage  . .., 

Closet  Accommodation 
Yard  Paving 

Ash  bin  Accommodation  ..., 

Any  defect  in  other  matters  which  may  tend  to>  render 
the  dwelling  house  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
the  inhabitants 


66 

36 

53 


7 

l9 

68 

7 


9 


Improvements. 


The  following  tabulated  statement  shews'  the  total  number  of 


improvements  brought  about  in  connection 

with  dwelling  hou 

ses  : 

Number  of  houses  erected  . .., 

...  •  •  •’ 

37 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ....  . M 

140 

Number  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation 

3 

Defects  remedied  without  Closing  Orders 

96 

Defects  remedied  after  Closing  Orders 

1 

Yards  paved:  or  re-paved 

4 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  . . ., 

0 

Dangerous  walls,  chimneys  etc.,  dealt  with 
Dwellings  repaired  :  — 

0 

(1)  Walls  . 

•  •  • 

...  ... 
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(2)  Floors 

•  *  . 

...  ... 

9 

(3)  Roofs 

•  •  • 

22 

(4)  Internal  Fittings 

•  .  . 

...  ... 

22 

22 


Dampness  dealt  with  ...  .  ...  ...  28 

Windows  made  to  open  or  ventilation  improved  ...  ....  6 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...(  ...  g 

Rain  water  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  repaired  ...  ...  ...,  12 

Dwellings  cleansed  and;  lime  washed:  ....  ...,  ...  ...  64 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Pubic  Health  Acts,  .  23 

House  drains  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Partially  reconstructed  ...,  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

House  drains  trapped,  ventilated  or  repaired .  11 

House  drains  unstopped  ...,  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Yard  and;  stormwater  drains  relaid  ...,  ...  ...  ...  6 

Yard  and  stormwater  drains  repaired  and;  unstopped...  ...  2 

Rain  water  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  and  defective  lip 

traps  abolished  ...  ...,  ...,  ...  ...  ...  22 

Inspection  chambers  constructed!  ...  ...  ....  10 

Gullies  and  intercepting  traps  fixed  ...  ...  . ...  27 

Ventilation  and  ainti-syphonage  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  34 

Soil  pipes  reconstructed  ...,  ...,  ...  ...  ...  24 

Soil  and  ventilating  pipes  repaired  ...,  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  for  which  sewer  alterations  have  been  made  ...  11 

Cesspools  abolished  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  water  closets  provided1  ...  ...,  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  closets,  repaired',  ventilated  or  cleansed  ...  ...  70 

Water  closets  provided'  with  flushing  appliances  or  water 

supply  ...  .  ...  ...  34 

Water  closets  fitted  with  modern  pans  and  traps  ...  ...  27 

Privies  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  washing  up  sinks  provided  ...,  ...  ....  ...  17 

Waste  pipes  and  traps  fitted  to  sinks,  baths  and1  lavatories  37 
Town  water  laid  on  from  town  main  ...,  ...,  ....  ...,  12 

Faulty  cisterns  abolished  ...  ....  . ..,  ...  6 

Other  defective  and  insufficient  supplies  dealt  with  ...  ...,  3 

New  dust  bins  ...,  ...,  ...,  ...,  ...,  ...  ...  1 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  ...,  ...  ...  ...  10 

Nuisances  from;  animals  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  nuisances  abated  ....  ....  ....  ...  ...  26 

Complaints  of  Rats  (after  advertisement)  . ..,  ...  ...  84 

House  drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

In  connection  with  these  improvements  it  was  found  necessary 
to  serve  Statutory  Notices  in  10  instances,  but  the  work  has 
generally  been  brought  about  either  by  interviews  with  or  written 
communications  to1  those  responsible. 

The  housing  question  still  presents  difficulties,  and;  one  not 
infrequently  meets  with  families  who'  desire  to  obtain  better  ac¬ 
commodation  but  cannot  obtain  what  they  require.  Cheap  houses 
are  without  doubt  very  urgently  needed,  and  one  is  glad  to  state 
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that  the  Housing  Committee  is  doing*  its  best  to-  cope  with  this 
difficulty  by  endeavouring  to'  provide  lower  rentedl  dwellings  such 
asi  the  poorer  classes  may  better1  afford. 

During  the  year  a  new  Act,  entitled  the  “Housing  Act,  1925,’’ 
came  into  operation.  This,  by  consolidating  and  strengthening 
the  powers  contained  in  a,  number  of  old  enactments,  brought  into- 
existenee  from  time  to  time  during  the  past  forty-five  years  and1 
which  the  new'  Act  practically  repealed,  puts  into  a  concise  and 
intelligible  form  the  powers  and  procedure  to'  be  adopted  in  matters 
relating  to'  Housing. 


Rent  Restriction  Act. 

No  applications  have  been,  received!  for  Certificates  under  this 
Act,  which  contains  provisions  against  increase  of  rent  in  the 
case  of  a,  house  not  kept  in  a  reasonable  state  of  repair. 


Sanitary  Certificates. 

Eleven  applications  for  Sanitary  Certificates  have  been  made 
and,  four  certificates  issued!. 

In  two  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to'  reconstruct  the 
entire  system,  and  in  the  others  a  considerable  amount  of  work  had 
tot  be  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  drainage,  sanitary  appli¬ 
ances  and!  other  matters  before  the  certificates  could  be  issued. 


Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

There  are  now  16  persons  registered  as  cowkeepers,  23  as 
retailers  and  3  as  wholesalers.  These  numbers  represent  all  the 
milk  dealers  living  within  the  District. 

The  total  number  of  cows  kept  by  those  residing  within  the 
District  is  approximately  200-.  Although  one  herd  has  ceased  to- 
exist  owing  to  the  farm  and  grounds  being  taken  over  as  a  new 
Golf  Course,  there  has.  otherwise  been  but  little  alteration,.  The 
trade  is;  still  largely  dependent  for  its  supply  on  the  outlying 
districts. 

In  regard  to'  the  milk  dealers  appearing  in  the  register  whose 
premises  are  outside  the  District,  17  reside  in  the  District  of  Upton- 
on- Severn,  4  in  Mart  ley,  1  in  Bromyard,  and  1  in  Ledbury. 

Some  25  samples  of  milk  have  been  procured  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination,  from  whose  reports  it 
would  appear  that  the  purity  of  the  milk  produced  in  the  Malvern 
District  is  well  above  the  standard. 
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The  Cowsheds  and!  dairies  have  been  regularly  lime  washed, 
utensils  have  been  kept  in  a  very  cleanly  condition,  and  although 
the  attention  of  traders  has  from  time  to  time  been  directed  to 
various  matters  by  your  Medical  Officer  and  myself,  a  general 
improvement  in  the  conduct  of  the  milk  trade  is  noticeable. 

In  previous  years  I  have  alluded  to  the  danger  of  milk  being 
sold  in  bottles  collected  from  previous  customers  and,  without 
being  cleansed,  filled  again  in  the  public  street,  and  in  connection 
with  this  it  would  appear  that  an  Order  may  shortly  be  issued 
which  will  render  this  very  unsatisfactory  practise  illegal. 


Common  Lodging  House. 

This  establishment  appears  to  have  been  well  conducted.  It 
has  been  cleanly  kept  and  good  order  has  prevailed. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

Apart  from  some  three  or  four  instances,  the  Factories  and 
Workshops  within  the  District  are  of  small  dimensions. 

The  principal  of  these  are  laundries  5,  bakehouses!  22,  tailors 
6,  dressmakers  11,  various  31. 

Attention  has  been  called  to>  the  following  matters,  namely  : — 


Found. 

Remedied. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

8 

7 

Want  of  ventilation 

1 

0 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary 

conveniences 

5 

3 

Sanitary  accommodation  not 

separate  for  the  sexes 

1 

1 

Other  offences 

1 

1 

The  number  of  hands  employed  in  workshops  is  on  the 
decrease,  this  is  particularly  noticeable  in  the  numbers  employed  by 
tailors,  dressmakers  and  milliners.  Small  laundries  which  a  few 
years  ago  existed  in  all  parts  of  the  District  have  nearly  all  dis¬ 
appeared- 

Mosquitoes. 

Your  Committee  having  considered  the  question  of  annoyance 
and  ill-health  caused  by  the  increase  of  Mosquitoes  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  instructed  me  to  take  steps  for  spraying 
stagnant  pools,  etc.,  with  paraffin. 

This  Was  proceedled  with  and  pools  on  the  Commons  and  open 
spaces  were,  with  the  consent  of  the  Hills  Conservators,  dealt 
with.  The  proprietors  of  those  situated  on  farms  and  private 
premises  were  also  approached,  and!  in  a  few  instances  permission 
was  given,  but  in  nearly  all  cases  fear  was  expressed  that  animals 
would  refuse  to  drink  from  pools  tainted  with  the  liquid. 
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Although  Malvern  may  not  be  so1  badly  infested  with  these 
dangerous  insects  as  some  parts  of  the  kingdom,  yet  if  occupiers 
will  assist  by  preventing  heaps  of  rotting  garden  refuse,  stagnant 
water  in  w’ater  butts  a.ndl  such  like  from  accumulating  upon  their 
premises,  a  great  deal  of  danger  to  those  in  their  own  homes, 
and  also  the  public  generally,  would  undoubtedly  be  prevented. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

In  order  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries,  that  a  special  effort  should  bp  made  for  the 
extermination  of  Rats  during  the  week  ending  13th  November, 
your  Committee  engaged  an  expert  whose  duty  it  was  to  make 
a  methodical  inspection  of  the  District  and  to  give  advice  and  a 
preparation  for  destroying  rats  to'  persons  whose  premises  were 
infested. 

Owing  to  the  migratory  and  general  habits  of  these  animals, 
the  question  as  to  the  benefit  derived  from  any  steps  for  ex¬ 
terminating  them  isi  very  difficult  to  ascertain.  Reports  from 
occupiers  whose  premises  were  once  badly  infested  vary,  some 
report  that  their  premises  are  now  free,  whilst  others  seem'  to 
find1  but  little  difference. 

* 

As  there  are  occupiers  who*  appear  to  have  the  idea  that  it 
is  the  District  Council’s  duty  to  exterminate  the  pest,  it  mav  be 
well  tot  mention  that  the  Act  places  this  dutv  upon  the  occupier, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  make  a  continuous  effort  to  clear  infested 
premises. 


Slaughter-Houses. 

These  establishments  are  ten  in  number,  one  belonging  to  a 
butcher’s  establishment  which  had!  become  disused,  having  again 
become  utilised  as  ai  slaughter-house. 

The  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
which'  came  into  force  on  April  1st,  1923,  require  that  a  person 
shall  not  slaughter  an  animal  for  sale  or  anv  part  of  winch  is 
intended  for  sale  unless  he  has  not  less  than  three  hours  before 
the  time  of  slaughter  caused1  to  be  delivered  to1  the  Local  Authority 
notice  of  the  day,  time  and  olace-  at  which  slaughtering  will  take 
place,  andi  in  compliance  with  this  ten  private  individluails  and  each 
of  the  slaughter-house  keepers  have  sent  in  a  notice  accordingly. 

fn  compliance  with  the  meat  regulations  respecting  the 
observance  of  cleanly  conditions  in  shops  and  storehouses  one  is 
dad  toi  report  that  the  butchers1  have  provided  windows  to1  protect 
the  meat  from  dbst,  flies,  etc.,  and'  some  have  also  provided1  electric 
fans  for  improving  the  means  of  ventilation. 
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Unsound  Food. 


During-  the  year  I  have  in  conjunction  with  your  Medical 
Officer  condemned  and  destroyed  asi  unfit  for  human  consumption 
the  following  articles  of  diseased  meat  and  unsound  food : — 

Beef. 

Hind  quarter  (golbs.)  affected  with  larg-e  abscess. 
i65.1bs.  bruised  and  offensive. 

i761bs.  the  head  and  all  internal  org-ans,  also  liver  and  spleen 
affected  with  tuberculosis. 


Mutton. 

2  hind  quarters  bruised  aind  offensive. 

Tinned  Foods. 

6  samples  Potted  Meat. 

2  samples  Potted  Fish. 

25  samples  Preserved  Fruit. 

3  samples  Milk. 


Infectious  Disease. 


The  following-  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  admitted  to 
your  Hospital  during-  the  year  : — 

Patients  removed  from  the  Malvern  Urban  District — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Observation  Scarlet  Fever  ..  ...  4 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Observation  Diphtheria  ...  ...  2 

Observation  Typhoid  ...  ...  ...  1 

—  66 


Patients  removed  from  Upton-on-Severn  District — 
Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Patients  removed  from  the  Bromyard  District — - 
Diphtheria  . ..,  ...,  ...  1 

Patients  removed  from  the  Ledbury  District — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...,  ...  1 

Patients  removed  from  the  Martley  District — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Observation  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  1 

Observation  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  ...  74 


The  cases  admitted  from  outside  the  District  were  admitted 
as  paying-  patients  in  accordance  with  the  scale  of  feesi  adopted  by 
your  Committee. 

The  usual  enquiriesi  have,  under  the  direction  of  your  Medical 
Officer1  been  made  into  each  of  the  cases  which  have  occurred 
within  the  District,  aind  the  usual  measures  have  been  taken  for 
preventing  the  spread  of  infection. 


Disinfection. 

17 1  rooms  at  various  institutions  andi  dwellings  have  been 
fumigated,  cleansed  and  otherwise  disinfected,  8q  loads  of 
bedding  have  been  removed  and  passed5  through  the  Thresh  Dis¬ 
infector,  and  7  loads  have  been  destroyed. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


HENRY  HILLYARD. 
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